
RENTING A
HOME: RENTAL
ADVICE FOR
FIRST-TIME
TENANTS



ABSTRACT 

Whether you're branching out on your own for the first time or starting a new chapter 

of your life, you're ready to claim your first rental home. With some planning and 

foresight, you can find the perfect place to make your own. To get started, you'll want 

to consider your budget, the best location, amenities, how to make your application 

stand out and how to protect yourself financially and legally. Get valuable expert 

insights, resources and tips to nail your apartment hunt. 

INTRODUCTION 

Renting your first home is a very exciting time, it could be that you have finally 

moved out of your parent’s home, or maybe you have finished university and need 

somewhere more professional to live while you begin your career. 

It can be quite overwhelming when you first decide to rent a property, and often it 

can be hard to know just where to start with all the different processes and 

applications. 

Here’s some things that first time renters need to think about before signing up for a 

property. 

I. Guide to Tenant Rights 

As a renter, you’re bound by the terms and responsibilities in your lease or rental 

agreement. At the same time, federal, state, and local laws protect you against 

unlawful landlord practices. Here’s what you need to know about your rights as a 

tenant—under normal circumstances and in the age of COVID. 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 Federal, state, and local laws protect tenants against unlawful landlord 

practices. 



 Your landlord can offer flexible lease terms—such as letting you choose 

between a one-year lease or a month-to-month agreement—but your rights as 

a tenant are always non-negotiable. 

 Basic tenant rights include the right to a discrimination-free process, privacy, a 

habitable home, and a healthy and safe living environment. 

 Federal eviction protection offered under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act has expired as of 2022. 

Lease Terms 

When you rent a place to live—whether it’s an apartment, house, or condo—the 

lease or rental agreement that you sign includes the terms by which you are bound, 

including: 

 The term of the tenancy and renewal options 

 Names of occupants and limits on occupancy 

 Rent price and payment details, including acceptable payment methods and 

applicable late fees 

 Deposits and fees 

 Restrictions on disruptive and illegal activities 

 Limits on the number, size, and breed of pets 

 Repairs and maintenance (who is responsible for what), including restrictions 

on tenant repairs and alterations 

 Landlord’s right to access the property and how much notice they must 

provide before entering 

 Requirements on how to communicate between tenant and landlord 

 Required landlord disclosures, such as lead-based paint or bedbug history 

A lease helps safeguard both the renter and the landlord, but certain tenant rights 

are protected under federal, state, and local laws. While specific laws vary by state, 

tenants generally have the following five major rights. 

1. Right to Freedom from Discrimination 

According to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), “The Fair 

Housing Act protects people from discrimination when they are renting or buying a 

home, getting a mortgage, seeking housing assistance, or engaging in other 

housing-related activities.” 



 

Numerous prohibited actions constitute discrimination when you rent. For example, a 

landlord or property manager can’t refuse to rent, set different terms and conditions, 

limit privileges, or evict a tenant based on race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial 

status, or national origin—these are the federally protected classes. 

At the local and state level, landlords can also be prohibited from discriminating 

against potential renters based on: 

 Citizenship 

 Age 

 Veteran or military status 

 Genetic information 

 Sexual orientation 

 Gender identity or expression  

 Source of income 

 Criminal history 

English proficiency is not a protected class under the Fair Housing Act; however, it is 

considered a subset of national origin. Therefore, if a landlord refuses to rent to 

someone because they aren’t proficient in English, it could constitute national origin 

discrimination. 

HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) enforces the Fair 

Housing Act under the direction of the secretary of HUD. One of its roles is to 

investigate complaints of housing discrimination. If you feel that a landlord has 

violated Fair Housing laws, you can file a HUD complaint or a federal court lawsuit. 

As there are time limits, you should file a complaint or a lawsuit as soon as possible. 

2. Right to a Habitable Home 

All tenants have the right to live in a habitable home that meets building, health, and 

safety codes. To meet the “implied warranty of habitability,” landlords must: 

 Ensure that the basic structural elements of the building are safe and intact. 

 Maintain safe electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning, ventilating, 

sanitary, and elevator systems. 

 Keep common areas, including stairways and hallways, safe and clean. 

 Provide sufficient hot water and reliable heating. 



 Ensure that environmental hazards, such as asbestos and lead paint dust, 

don’t pose a danger (and disclose any lead-based paint if the building was 

built before 1978). 

 Take reasonable precautions against criminal intrusions, such as by installing 

deadbolts. 

 Exterminate rodents and other pests, including cockroaches and bedbugs. 

In addition, practically every state has requirements for installing approved smoke 

detectors, while carbon monoxide detectors are additionally mandated in 27 states. 

Most state laws prohibit landlords from adding language to a lease to waive the 

tenant’s right to a habitable home. 

Meanwhile, tenants are generally obligated to keep the premises in a safe and clean 

condition. While standards vary by state, this requirement usually means that nothing 

in the tenant’s unit can put another tenant in danger or cause permanent damage to 

the property. 

3. Right to Privacy 

Even though the landlord owns the property, they can’t access the home whenever 

they like. That’s because tenants have the right to privacy, and the landlord can 

enter only for specific reasons. If your landlord must enter the property to check on 

something or do a repair, they generally must give you advance notice. Most states 

require landlords to provide at least 24 hours' notice before entering, except in the 

case of emergencies, when they can enter without notice. 

A ruling by the Supreme Court on Aug. 26, 2021, struck down a national eviction 

moratorium ordered by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention set to last 

until Oct. 3, 2021. Pending further action by Congress, the only remaining COVID-

related eviction moratoriums are those enacted by states or local jurisdictions. 

4. Right to Advance Notice of Eviction 

If your landlord plans to evict you, they must give you adequate notice, usually in 

writing. What constitutes “adequate” varies, but it is usually 30 or 60 days, depending 

on location and circumstances. If you have violated your rental agreement, however, 

it can be as short as three to five days. 



 

There are two broad types of eviction notices: 

 For cause: Landlords use this type of termination notice if the tenant has 

done something wrong or is against the lease terms, such as not paying rent 

or damaging the property.  

 Without cause: In some regions, landlords can use a notice to vacate to end 

a month-to-month lease when the tenant hasn’t done anything wrong. 

Landlords generally can’t terminate a fixed-term lease unless they have just 

cause to do so. 

If you receive an eviction notice, you have a few options: 

 Move out by the date stated on the eviction notice 

 Make amends with the landlord—for example, catch up on missed rent 

payments or find a new home for the dog—and continue the lease 

 Do nothing and prepare for a lawsuit 

If you do nothing and continue to live in the rental, your landlord will file a lawsuit to 

evict you (this is usually called an unlawful detainer lawsuit). The court will set a date 

and time for your hearing or trial before a judge. To win, your landlord must prove 

you did something that justifies ending the tenancy.  

Eviction procedures vary by state and locality. If you have a complicated eviction 

case, consider contacting an attorney who can help you understand your rights and 

provide recommendations on how to proceed. 

5. Right to a Disability Accommodation 

If you have a disability, your landlord must accommodate your needs, within reason, 

at their own expense. (Landlords must also allow tenants to make reasonable 

modifications to their unit or common area at their own expense, provided that the 

changes don’t make the space unusable for the next tenant.) Your landlord’s 

accommodations should give you an equal opportunity to use and enjoy your unit or 

common space. 



For example, if a tenant uses a wheelchair, the landlord might assign a spacious 

parking space close to the tenant’s unit. The landlord does not have to 

accommodate unreasonable requests. If, for instance, a tenant uses a wheelchair 

and prefers to be on the third floor of a walk-up instead of the ground floor, the 

landlord would not be expected to pay to install an elevator. 

Tenant Rights During COVID-19 

Federal eviction protection was offered under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act. 

In August 2020, the Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) announced 

that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac would “extend the moratoriums on single-family 

foreclosures and real estate owned (REO) evictions until at least December 31, 

2020.” The moratorium was subsequently extended through Jan. 31, 2021, as part of 

the Consolidated Appropriations Act, and again by President Biden when he signed 

an executive order on his first day in office to extend it through March 31, 2021, and 

later through July 31, 2021. 

On Aug. 3, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) extended 

the moratorium until Oct. 3, 2021. A ruling by the  Supreme Court on Aug. 26, 2021, 

struck down that moratorium 

Minnesota, Oregon, and California were the last states with eviction moratoriums in 

place until June 2022. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Are Eviction Moratoriums Still in Effect? 

The most recent national eviction moratorium by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) was struck down by the Supreme Court on Aug. 26, 2021.  

Can Your Landlord Enter Your Apartment or Rental House 

Without Your Permission? 

Generally speaking, a landlord can’t access a rental property without advance notice. 

Most states require at least 24 hours’ notice before entering. The only exception 

would be in the case of an emergency. 

Is It Legal for Me to Withhold Rent Until My Landlord Makes 

Repairs? 

Tenants have a right to safe and livable housing. This includes the right, in most 

states, to withhold rent or to repair the problem and deduct the cost of doing so from 

the rent (known as “repair and deduct”). States without a “repair and deduct” statute 



typically require tenants to notify the landlord about the problem and give them a 

certain period of time to address it. 

 

As a tenant, you have rights that protect you from unlawful landlord practices and 

help to ensure that your rental home is safe. Keep in mind that while there may be 

some flexibility in your lease terms, your tenant rights are always non-negotiable. 

State and city laws vary, so use the HUD website to be sure to find out tenant 

rights specific to your area. 

II. Rule of Thumb: How Much Should You 
Spend on Rent? 

When renting an apartment or house, it's important to determine how much you 

should spend on rent to keep your budget manageable. The 30% rule is one 

guideline for determining what you should pay.  

 

This rule of thumb for rent dictates spending no more than 30% of your income on 

housing each month. The reasoning behind it is that by capping your rent payment at 

30% of your monthly income, you'll still have plenty of money left to cover other living 

expenses and to work toward your financial goals.  

But how does that translate to dollar amounts spent on rent? Here's more on how the 

30% rule of thumb for rent works and how to apply it to your budget.  



 The 30% rule of thumb for rent recommends spending no more than about 

one-third of your monthly income on a rent payment each month.  

 National housing guidelines have contributed to the 30% rule's use as a 

standard of rental housing affordability.  

 The number of people in the who spend 50% or more of their income on 

housing has increased over time. 

 One alternative to the 30% rule for rent is the 50/30/20 rule of thumb for 

budgeting. 

Where Does the 30% Rule for Rent Come From? 

The 30% rule of thumb for rent traces its roots to the 1930s, specifically the National 

Housing Act of 1937. This act created the public housing program for low-income 

families and established guidelines for maximum rents for them. 

Over the years, the original maximum rent threshold gradually increased from 20% 

of income to 25%, then to 30% in 1981. This amount remains the standard for most 

public housing programs and is generally used as the yardstick to determine how 

much you should spend on rent at most income levels.1 

Interestingly, the 30% rule applies to rent, but there's a different number that's used 

for mortgage payments. Mortgage lenders typically look for borrowers whose 

combined monthly housing and debt payments don't exceed 43% of their income.  

Note 

The 30% rule is rent-specific and doesn't include other necessary housing costs, 

such as utilities or renter's insurance.  

How Does the Rent Rule of Thumb Work? 

In simple terms, the 30% rule recommends that your monthly rent payment not be 

more than 30% of your gross monthly income. To calculate how much you should 

spend on rent, you'd simply multiply your gross income by 30%. For example, if your 

gross monthly income is $5,000, the maximum you should be paying for rent is 

$1,500 (30% of 5,000 is 1,500). 

That would leave 70% of your gross monthly income to cover other necessities, such 

as utilities and food, discretionary spending, debt repayment, and savings. Again, 

this idea can be traced to the standards of rental affordability set by national housing 

guidelines. 

Grain of Salt 

There are two major flaws associated with the 30% rule of thumb for deciding what 

percentage of income to spend on rent. First, it doesn't account for inflation, income 

stagnation, or rising rent prices. 



 

The median household income for renters was $42,500 in 2019, according to the 

most recent data calculated by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a 

nonpartisan research and policy institute.3 However, the average. rent for a two-

bedroom apartment was up to $2,047 as of June 2022, according to data from 

apartment rentals website Rent.com.4 If you were to apply the 30% rule, renters in 

that income range should be spending no more than $1,062.50 on rent each month.  

The other weakness with the 30% rule for rent arises from the fact that it's not 

personalized to your situation. It doesn't take into account, for example, how much 

student loan or credit card debt you might be paying off. Nor does it consider how 

much money you're earning, what you pay in taxes, your financial goals, or the 

affordability of the real estate market where you are planning to rent. 

For instance, the typical monthly student loan payment in 2019 was between $200 

and $299, according to data from the Federal Reserve.5 The average starting salary 

for a college graduate in 2019 was $53,889.6 In this case, using the 30% rule for 

rent, you’d allocate $1,347 a month for rent. Subtract $299 for your monthly student 

loan payment, and you're left with about $2,844 per month. That may seem like a lot, 

but that's based on gross income, which is before taxes are taken out of your 

paychecks.  

If you were single with a salary of $53,889 in 2021, you’d be in the 22% tax bracket. 

That makes your take-home pay about $44,848, or about $3,733 per month (before 

also deducting Social Security, Medicare, state taxes, or other deductions). If you do 

the math again, subtracting 30% for rent and $299 for student loans from this net 

monthly income, you're now left with about $2,314. That's more than a $500 

difference from what you had based on your gross monthly income. And when you 

factor in transportation, health care, insurance, food, clothing, and utilities, that 

remaining money can disappear quickly. 

Conversely, let’s say you were a high-income earner making $250,000 a year. In that 

scenario, after accounting for federal income taxes, the 30% rule would say you 

could spend about $4,172 a month, or $50,068 a year, on rent. You certainly could 

do that, but if you're trying to save as much money as possible so you can, 

say, retire early, you may want to spend much less on rent. 



 

Note 

Basing your budget on net income (after all taxes have been taken out) rather than 

gross income can help avoid spending more than you realistically can afford on rent.  

Rent Rule of Thumb vs. The 50/30/20 Rule 

The 30% rule of thumb for rent isn't the only way to approach budgeting for your rent. 

You may consider an alternative, like the 50/30/20 rule instead.  

The 50/30/20 rule for budgeting is fairly straightforward. With this method, you 

spend: 

 50% of income on necessities, or “needs” 

 30% of income on "wants" 

 20% of income on savings and debt repayment 

This rule won't tell you exactly how much you should spend on rent each month. But 

it can help you determine guidelines for how much of your income to allocate toward 

essentials vs. discretionary spending. For example, if you take home $4,000 a 

month, then no more than 50% of that, or $2,000, should go toward housing, utilities, 

and other essential expenses. You could then spend 30%, or $1,200, freely on your 

wants, and then 20%, or $800, could go toward saving or paying down debt.  

Whether it makes sense to use the 30% rule or the 50/30/20 rule for budgeting for 

rent comes down to your financial situation. If you don't have any debt, for instance, 

then you may be able to afford more than 30% of your monthly income on rent. Or if 

you live in a housing market where rent prices are high, paying more could simply be 

mandatory. 

On the other hand, you may be angling to spend the least amount possible on rent 

each month so you can pay off debt or grow your savings. Do the math for your 

situation using both the 30% rule and the 50/30/20 budgeting rule so you can 

compare options for spending on housing so that you maximize opportunities to 

save.  



Note 

A budgeting app may be useful for tracking your monthly income and expenses so 

you can see where your money is going and which budgeting method is right for 

you.  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

How do you calculate your rent-to-income ratio? 

To calculate your rent-to-income ratio, divide your monthly rent payment by your 

monthly gross income before taxes. So, if you pay $1,000 per month and your gross 

income is $4,000 per month, your rent-to-income ratio is 25%. 

What should my credit score be to rent an apartment? 

Different landlords will have different credit standards for determining who is eligible 

to rent from them. Generally, most landlords will look for credit scores of at least 600, 

but some may have higher expectations. 

III. Becoming A First-Time Renter? Avoid 
These Rookie Mistakes 

Are you renting a home or apartment for the first time? 

If so, congratulations on entering the ‘real world.’ Now that you’re out of the dorms 

(or out of your parents’ basement), you’ll be facing a new set of adult challenges, 

ranging from career trajectories to complicated relationships. 

You’ll want time to focus on the rest of your life. Navigating the strange world of 

renting shouldn’t weigh on your mind. 

So if you’re a first-time renter, avoid these rookie mistakes. 

Mistake #1: Renting a More Expensive Dwelling Than You Can 

Afford 

Those stainless steel appliances and that granite countertop certainly give you the 

polished appearance of a “real adult.” Unfortunately, appearances can be deceiving. 

If you’re a first-time renter, stick with a unit that’s well within your price range or find 

a roommate to share the costs. There’s a strong chance that you’ll find yourself on-

the-hook for expenses that you haven’t anticipated, like huge utility bills in the winter. 

Keep wiggle room in your budget for these bills. 



 

Home, Sweet Rental: An eBook From Forbes 

Homeownership isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. Learn how to find the perfect rental 

and negotiate a lease that meets your needs. 

If your parents are co-signing on your lease, you have an even stronger reason to 

rent below your means. After all, if you can’t make your payments, you’ll be harming 

not just your own credit and reputation, but theirs, as well. 

Mistake #2: Bunking Up With the Wrong Roommates 

Before you agree to live with another person, make sure you’re on the same page 

about lifestyles. If you’re an early riser but they like to stay up late, or if you’re a 

clean freak but they leave dishes piled in the sink, you might be setting yourself up 

for trouble from the start. 

Once you choose a set of roommates, establish clear rules from the beginning. You 

might decide, for example, that nobody can watch TV or play music in the common 

areas after 11 pm on weekdays (because the noise keeps the rest of the household 

awake). Or you may create a “chore chart” that outlines who’s turn it is to mop, 

vacuum, dust and do other types of deep-cleaning. Here are some Trulia tips to 

working with a roommate. 

Mistake #3: Forgetting the Living Essentials 

You might end up shocked at how much stuff – just sheer amounts of stuff – you 

need in order to live. Have you thought about the fact that you’ll need a cutting 

board? And a can opener? How about a toilet brush? Plunger? Bath mats?  



 

It’s easy to take these items for granted when you’re living at home. Nobody thinks 

about purchasing a toilet brush; that seems to be the type of item that every 

household automatically owns. But now that you’re renting for the first time, you’ll 

find yourself doing a lot of domestic shopping. 

Mistake #4: Falling Victim to Rental Scams 

Some scammers prey on people who are renting from out-of-state or renting for the 

first time. They’ll email photos of the space, collect an online payment for the first 

months’ rent, and then disappear. 

How can you minimize your risk? 

Never send an online payment. View a space in-person before you rent it (even if 

this means you need to stay in an extended-stay hotel or an AirBnb rental for a few 

weeks when you move to a new city). 

Don’t write a deposit check without first signing a lease. (Otherwise, you have no 

recourse.) 

And if possible, try to rent from professional property management companies (with 

established offices) or real estate brokers. 

Mistake #5: Forgetting to Put The Utilities in Your Name 

Pop quiz: What’s the fastest way to a) Infuriate your landlord, and b) Risk having 

your electricity shut-off? 

Answer: Forgetting to put the utilities in your name. 

If you don’t switch the utilities into your name at the start of your lease, you might 

find yourself in for a shock when your return to the apartment and discover that all 

the lights are off, the heat is off, and all the food in your refrigerator has spoiled. 

Your landlord won’t pay your bill (unless utilities are included in your rent) and will 

most likely charge you for any unpaid share of the utilities through your security 

deposit. 



Mistake #6: Passing on Renters Insurance 

How would you cope if all of your belongings – your mattress, your laptop, your 

Vitamix blender – got destroyed in a tornado, fire or flood? 

Unfortunately, this might happen. And unless you have renters’ insurance, you have 

no way to recover the cost of these damages. 

Fortunately, renter’s insurance is cheap – you’ll generally pay around $20 per month 

to cover several thousand dollars in potential damage. 

Mistake #7: Skimming the Lease 

Raise your hand if you’re familiar with the following phrase: “jointly and severally.” 

Nope? Not acquainted with this? This is a piece of legal jargon that indicates that 

you and your roommates are jointly as well as individually responsible for paying the 

entire rent. In other words: If your roommate skips town, you’re stuck with his share 

of the rent. Your landlord won’t accept “Bob moved out!” as an excuse. 

 

Many renters skim through the lease, not really understanding its terms and 

conditions. Don’t make this mistake. Read over the lease carefully with your landlord 

before signing it. 

Make sure you’re clear about requirements and limitations. Are you allowed to paint? 

(And will you be required to paint it back?) If your house has a yard, are you 

responsible for watering the lawn? (And will you be punished if the grass turns 

brown?) 

If you don’t understand a clause or phrase within your lease, ask your landlord for 

clarification. You’re better off by knowing your requirements upfront. 

Mistake #8: Keeping Your College Furniture 

Okay, so your budget is tight. But that doesn’t mean that you should necessarily 

move across town with your brother’s worn-out, hand-me-down sofa from 1992. 



Unless your dorm-room furniture consists of family heirloom pieces, you’re probably 

better off shedding your collegiate furniture. After all, at a certain point, you outgrow 

the stained and battered beanbag chair. 

You don’t need to dig yourself into debt in order to decorate; you can find plenty of 

gently-used furniture on Craigslist or at higher-end thrift stores. Target and Ikea are 

also good sources for affordable furnishings. These pieces won’t necessarily stand 

the test of time, but if you might be moving again in a few years anyway, those 

“starter” pieces might be good enough. 

IV. Checklist for Moving out of an 
Apartment or Rental 

If you're moving from a rented apartment, you'll want to review this checklist of things 

to do before you move out to make sure you aren't charged additional fees. 

 

Make Sure You Get Back Your Security Deposit 

One of the most frustrating things about renting an apartment is when it comes to 

moving out, you often have to push to get back your security deposit. If you're 

concerned about getting your security or damage deposit back, check out this article 

on what you need to look for and do to ensure you receive the funds back when it 

comes time to move out. 

What to Do If You Need to Break a Lease 

If you're renting your current home and you need to move, make sure you know the 

details of your lease agreement and the penalties that may apply should you have to 

break the lease. Knowing what you're signing or have signed, will help you avoid 

paying penalties. This guide also provides detailed information on how to break a 

lease if you have to and your options should you need to move before your lease is 

up. 



Quick Moving-out Cleaning Tips 

We keep talking about the damage or security deposit and how critical it is to get it 

back. Cleaning your apartment is essential to ensuring the money you paid up front 

is returned to you after you move out. As part of your lease agreement, you should 

have a copy of the inspection report that the landlord prepared before you moved in. 

The report should've been completed while you toured the apartment to make sure 

that any pre-existing damage isn't blamed on you.  

If you have pets, it's even more important to clean your place thoroughly and to 

make sure any damage your pets incurred is fixed. 

How to Hire Professional Cleaners to Ensure You Get Your 

Deposit Back 

Consider splurging professional cleaners to clean your old place before moving out, 

especially if you're renting. This might seem excessive, but this will ensure a 

thorough enough job that you will get your deposit back at move-out. 

 

V. End Of Tenancy Clean: Your Questions 
Answered 

As a tenant, you must follow the rules and duties to avoid disputes. Paying rent on 

time, maintaining the property and performing a detailed end of lease cleaning 

Sunshine Coast are key responsibilities you must remember during and at the end of 

your lease. 

 



Most of the rental conflict in Queensland happens due to the poor condition of the 

rental property. A landlord may overlook normal wear and tear, such as minor scuff 

marks on the wall, faded curtains, etc, but you can’t escape from final inspection. 

You have to spruce up the property according to the approved checklist and return it 

in a pristine state to retrieve your bond money safely. 

If you have just become a renter and don’t know anything about the end of tenancy 

cleaning, look at the following questions with their relevant answers. We bring you a 

complete list of answered questions to give you better clarity before your reach the 

end of your lease. 

1. What Is End Of Tenancy Cleaning, And How Is It Different 

From Regular House Cleaning? 

It is the type of cleaning which is required when a tenant moves out of a rental 

property. According to the lease agreement, a tenant has to spruce up every nook 

and cranny before the final move-out. 

The end of lease cleaning is also known as bond cleaning, and it is more precise and 

detailed. Tenants hire professionals who offer end of lease cleaning Sunshine 

Coast can come fully equipped with all the latest tools and proven checklist and 

spruce up the entire property. It is completely different from regular house cleaning 

because your bond money is always at stake. 

 

In this type of cleaning, you have to pay attention to the tricky areas, dust-laden 

surfaces and contaminated surfaces. 

In simple words, bond cleaning gives property managers and landlords security that 

the property is clean, spotless and sanitised before the arrival of new tenants. 

2. What Does A Bond Cleaning Include? 

This is one of the most common questions people ask before hiring cleaning 

professionals. It is important to know that good companies always follow an REIQ-

approved checklist to help tenants pass the rental inspection. Make sure you follow 

the standard checklist which includes: 



 Deep cleaning of air vents, fans, walls, picture frames, blinds, cabinet and 

cupboard tops, skirting boards, etc. 

 Deep cleaning appliances, such as an oven, microwave, dishwasher, 

fridge, hob and coffee machine. 

 Removing stains from hard surfaces 

 Wiping countertops, walls and bathroom tiles 

 Washing windows and sills 

 Cleaning and disinfecting sink and faucets 

 Wiping off showerhead and clean glass door 

 Get rid of limescale from tiles 

 Clean and disinfect toilet and washbasin 

 Clean furniture, like bed frames, shelves, bookcases and wardrobe 

 Vacuum carpets, rugs and door tracks 

 Patio area cleaning 

 Deep cleaning of dirty areas in bathrooms 

 Disinfect your kitchen areas 

 Sweep and mop floors 

You can also hire trained end of lease cleaners in Sunshine Coast if you want to 

secure your full bond money without any conflict. 

3. How Much Does It Cost? 

However, it is difficult to determine the actual cost of bond cleaning. Cleaning 

companies usually consider the following factors before calculating the final cost. 

This includes: 

 Size of the rental property 

 Condition of your premises 

 Are there dirty carpets? 

 Is there an accumulation of grime and grease? 

The best thing you can do is to hire a company that can give you upfront pricing 

without any hidden fees. 

4. Can A Landlord Force A Tenant To Do End-Of-Tenancy 

Cleaning? 

If the rental property was maintained and cleaned professionally before your move-

in, you have to return it to the original state. It is important for you to thoroughly read 

your tenancy agreement and complete all your duties if you don’t want to lose 

deposited security. 



5. Can A Tenant Perform End Of Tenancy Cleaning On Their 

Own? 

Of course, you can deep clean the rental premises from top to bottom according to 

the checklist. However, it involves many risks, and you have to invest hours and 

elbow grease to achieve sparkling results. 

 

If you are concerned about your bond money or your landlord is strict, prefer hiring 

professionally trained cleaners for a thorough end of lease cleaning on Sunshine 

Coast. They can identify and remove mould in bathroom, deep clean your kitchen 

and sanitise your sink with ease. 

6. Does Deep Cleaning Of Carpets Include In The Process? 

Many companies only vacuum dirty carpets and rugs. If you want a steam cleaning 

for the removal of mould, mildew, grease and grime that are embedded deep inside 

the carpet, you need to book services separately. 

These are some of the important questions people usually ask before the end of the 

lease cleaning process. You can do proper research, and look for reliable sources 

from where you can get informative tips and details related to the service. 

It is good to compare different companies and choose the one that can give you 

quality services using safe and sound products to protect the environment as well as 

human beings from harmful chemicals. 

CONCLUSION 

Renting a home is a task that may seem simple at first but can be very daunting if 

you miss out on some vital factors that need to be considered before moving into the 

house. While the paperwork in a rental scenario might be taken casually, the 

implications are far more severe for tenants if some critical factors are missed out. 

Apart from checking out the exteriors and interiors, the legal check on ownership 

before you rent the apartment is equally essential. 
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