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Abstract 

If you are a student and planning to move to Sydney for your further studies, then this guide 

is for you. We have explained some key things that you must keep in mind when you are 

relocating to Sydney for studies. We have explained cost of living, education fees and best 

places where you can find the accommodation to live. Apart from this, we have shared some 

key things that will help you know more about this city. So, read the entire guide carefully 

and learn more about the process in details. 

 

1. Introduction 

There is no denying that Australia is known for its quality education facilities and people 

from all around the world move here to complete their education and to get quality 

education. So, moving to Sydney can be a better move if you want to build a great career 

and want to get world class education. So, here we are trying to help such students who are 

planning to move Sydney for their studies and explaining them everything about the city. So, 

have a look into this guide and make the task easier for you. 

 

2. Arts and culture 

Watch a performance at the Sydney Opera House or join a backstage tour. Discover the 

stories of Sydney’s Aboriginal people on a guided tour. Visit the Art Gallery of NSW for 

evocative art. 

You’ll find lots of things to do in numerous galleries and museums in the NSW regions, from 

the coast to the outback. Ninety minutes by road from Sydney is the Bradman Museum and 



International Cricket Hall of Fame in Bowral, which commemorates the life and career of the 

legendary batsman. 

Vibrant arts and culture in Sydney 

 

The World Heritage-listed Sydney Opera House, which draws millions of visitors each year, is 

the heart of the city’s cultural life. But there are many more cultural opportunities in this 

vibrant city with its many theatres, art galleries, museums, arts festivals and special events. 

More than 1,600 performances are held each year at the Opera House, including ballet and 

contemporary dance, opera, classical music, stage plays and more. 

The leading Sydney Theatre Company is based in nearby Walsh Bay, which is a lively cultural 

precinct and home also to the Roslyn Packer Theatre and Bangarra Dance Theatre. 

Bangarra is an internationally acclaimed Aboriginal dance company, which brings stories of 

the Dreamtime to vivid life on stage. Take a cultural cruise, join a heritage tour or visit the 

Art Gallery of NSW’s Yiribana gallery to learn more about Australia’s first people and their 

stunning contemporary art. 

Reserve your tickets for blockbuster stage shows and musicals at the State Theatre, Capitol 

Theatre and Sydney Lyric. 

The Art Gallery of NSW, which is set in the leafy Domain, near the Royal Botanic Garden, is a 

must-see for visitors with an interest in art. Established in 1871, the gallery has extensive 

collections of Australian and European art, Aboriginal art and photography, Asian art, as well 

as a rolling program of exhibitions and events. 



The Edge of the Trees sculpture, in the forecourt of the Museum of Sydney, on the corner of 

Phillip and Bridge streets, represents the first contact between Aboriginal people and 

Britain’s First Fleet colonists. The Hyde Park Barracks Museum, which is among NSW’s World 

Heritage-listed convict sites, brings to vivid life the harsh years of convict Sydney. 

 

3. Student life In Sydney 

 

Get involved in everything our campus has to offer and make a bunch of new friends along 

the way. Our community and co-curricular opportunities create a diverse, supportive and 

vibrant student experience. 

University life isn't just about the classes. It's also a chance for you to make lifelong friends, 

try new things, develop your hobbies and interests, gain leadership skills and have fun.  

There are countless opportunities to immerse yourself into our vibrant student life, and 

make the most of your university experience.  

Our student union 

The University of Sydney Union (USU) is a big part of what makes our student experience so 

memorable. 



One of the few remaining independent, student-led organisations in Australia, they organise 

clubs and societies, events and programs throughout the year. 

Membership is free, and you can upgrade to USU Rewards to access discounts and offers 

across campus. 

University of Sydney Union (USU) at the heart of Uni Life 

Clubs and societies 

We have over 250 clubs and societies, bringing together students to celebrate their culture, 

indulge in a favourite food, discuss a fandom, develop a professional network and more.  

There's bound to be one (or many) that interests you - but if there isn't, then start your own! 

It's a great way to make friends outside the classroom, discover a new hobby and develop 

your skills.   

If you're interested, you can now join online. Head to our new Virtual Clubs and Societies 

platform to chat and connect live with members from more than 250 USU clubs and 

societies with just your Unikey. 

Sports and fitness 

 

Whether you’re training for a gold medal or looking for a lunch time social competition or 

Pilates class, Sydney Uni Sport & Fitness (SUSF) offers programs, membership options and 

sports clubs to suit everyone. 



Student media 

If you're a budding journalist, there's no better place to be. Published since 1929, Honi Soit is 

the only weekly student publication in Australia, and has been edited by an illustrious list of 

alumni. 

We're also home to Pulp, an online publication, and SURG, a student radio station. 

Student representation 

Get involved with one of the organisations that looks after our students' interests:  

 Student Representative Council (SRC). They also have a number of collectives that 

represent student groups (like LGBTIQ or international students). 

 Sydney University Postgraduate Representative Association (SUPRA) 

 USU board.  

Cafes and shops 

 

Cafes, bars, coffee carts, bookstores and a computer store are just a few of the outlets that 

make our University feel like a small village. 

 Where to eat on campus 

 Campus map (filter by campus and amenities) 



Events 

We have a busy calendar of events throughout the year, with highlights including: 

 Sydney Ideas (our public talks program) 

 Raising the Bar (when our academics take over Sydney bars) 

 our Mardi Gras partnership 

 Pop Fest 

 International Festival. 

 

4. Education and living costs 

 

Knowing the average cost of living and studying in Australia is an important part of your 

application and financial preparation. 

Students should be aware that the costs of studying in Australia will depend on your 

education provider, the level of study you choose and your study location in Australia. 

Knowing the average living costs in Australia is an important part of your financial 

preparation. For your reference, here are some of the costs associated with living and 

studying in Australia (all costs are in Australian dollars). 

The costs below are an approximate guide only and don't take into account your budget and 

spending habits.  

Accommodation 

 Hostels and Guesthouses - $90 to $150 per week 



 Shared Rental - $95 to $215 per week 

 On campus - $110 to $280 per week 

 Homestay - $235 to $325 per week 

 Rental - $185 to $440 per week 

 Boarding schools - $11,000 to $22,000 a year 

Other living expenses 

 Groceries and eating out - $140 to $280 per week 

 Gas, electricity - $10 to $20 per week 

 Phone and Internet - $15 to $30 per week 

 Public transport - $30 to $60 per week 

 Car (after purchase) - $150 to $260 per week 

 Entertainment - $80 to $150 per week 

Cost of living 

 

The Department of Home Affairs has financial requirements you must meet in order to 

receive a student visa for Australia. 



Refer to the step by step Student Visa Subclass 500 application and Document Checklist Tool 

for details on how to provide the evidence required to cover the costs of your stay, including 

your travel, study and living expenses. 

As of October 2019 the 12-month living costs are; 

 For students or guardians - AUD$21,041 

 For partners coming with you - AUD$7,362 

 For a child coming with you - AUD$3,152 

The Home Affairs website covers in more detail how to work out how much money you 

might need to cover the costs of your stay in Australia as international student.    

The Insider Guides 'Cost of Living Calculator' is also a useful, practical tool to help estimate 

your cost of living in Australia www.insiderguides.com.au/cost-of-living-calculator/. 

If you experience financial trouble while in Australia, talk to your institution’s international 

student support and student accommodation services staff for assistance. 

Course and study costs in Australia will depend on the education provider and level of study 

you choose. 

Use the Course Search on this website to find courses and see details such as their tuition 

fees. There may be additional costs for your course, including course materials and access to 

institution facilities. 

Students should refer to their provider's payment conditions for specific advice. 

Education costs 

 



The list below gives you a broad indication of the range of course costs (yearly) for different 

types of qualifications. 

 School - $7,800 to $30,000 

 English language studies - Around $300 per week depending on course length 

 Vocational Education and Training (Certificates I to IV, Diploma and Advanced 

Diploma) - $4,000 to $22,000 

 Undergraduate Bachelor Degree - $20,000 to $45,000* 

 Postgraduate Masters Degree - $22,000 to $50,000* 

 Doctoral Degree - $18,000 to $42,000* 

* Note: This does not include high cost of delivery courses such as veterinary and medical. 

Please visit institution websites directly to see costs for these courses. 

 

5. Top Universities Around Sydney 

 

Thinking about studying in New South Wales? From the beach to the bush, Australia’s most 

populous state offers a student lifestyle to suit every taste and budget. Plus, there are 11 



universities in the state to choose from, including many of Australia’s top-ranked educational 

institutions. 

We’ve put together a guide to all the universities in NSW to help you decide which is the 

right fit for you. 

Sydney 

Australian Catholic University (ACU) 

 

Established: 1991 

Location: ACU has campuses in Sydney (North Sydney and Strathfield), as well as Adelaide, 

Ballarat, Brisbane, Canberra and Melbourne. 

Courses: ACU offers courses across education, arts, health sciences, law, business, and 

theology and philosophy. The University has a particular focus on sport science, nursing and 

education. 

Student population: There are nearly 35,000 students studying at ACU in total, with around 

4,600 international students from 103 countries. 

Graduate success rate: ACU is the top university in Australia for employer satisfaction. The 

University has been offered five stars for employability. 

Notable alumni include author Melina Marchetta and rugby union player Matt Burke. 



Global rankings and awards: ACU is ranked 401-500 in the world in the 2019 Times Higher 

Education (THE) World University Rankings. It sits in the top 3% of all universities worldwide, 

is one of the top 10 Catholic universities globally, and is one of the top 100 young 

universities in the world. 

Fun fact: In 2015, the university opened the Rome Centre, a collaboration with the Catholic 

University of America, located in Rome, Italy. However, as a publicly funded university, you 

do not have to be Catholic to attend ACU. 

Macquarie University 

 

Established: 1964 

Location: Macquarie Park 

Courses: At Macquarie University, you can choose degrees across arts, business, human 

sciences, medicine and health sciences, and science and engineering. The University has a 

strong reputation in environmental sciences, physical sciences, and agricultural and 

veterinary sciences. 

Student population: There are just over 40,000 students studying at Macquarie University, 

including nearly 9,000 international students. 



Graduate success rate: In the 2018 Graduate Outcomes Survey, nearly 75% of graduates 

were employed full-time within four months of completing their course. Macquarie 

University also sits in the top 130 universities in the world for employability according to the 

QS Graduate Employability Rankings 2018. 

Notable alumni include Nine News anchor Peter Overton and comedian Adam Hills. 

Global rankings and awards: Macquarie University is currently ranked 237th in the world in 

the QS World University Rankings, and is in the top 1% of universities worldwide. 

Fun fact: Three members of Australian children’s music group the Wiggles are graduates of 

Macquarie. 

University of NSW (UNSW) 

 

Established: 1949 

Location: Kensington, with an art and design school located in Paddington. 

Courses: At UNSW, you can study art and design, arts, social sciences, the built environment, 

business, engineering, law, medicine, and science. UNSW is strong in engineering and 

finance. 

Student population: There are more than 59,000 students studying at UNSW, with over 

20,000 international students. The top 10 countries of origin for international students at 

UNSW are China (including Hong Kong and Taiwan), Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, Republic 

of Korea, USA, India, Pakistan and Vietnam. 

Graduate success rate: In 2018, 72.9% of graduates were employed full-time four months 

after completing their course, and the University is currently ranked 28th in the world for 

employability in the QS Graduate Employability Rankings. 



Notable alumni include actor Rebel Wilson and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison. 

Global rankings and awards: UNSW is currently ranked 43rd in the world in QS World 

University Rankings. 

Fun fact: Researchers at UNSW are working on building the world’s first quantum computer 

at the Centre for Quantum Computation and Communications Technology on campus. 

University of Notre Dame 

 

Established: 1989 

Location: Campuses in Sydney (Broadway and Darlinghurst), Fremantle and Broome (WA) 

Courses: The University of Notre Dame’s Sydney campus offers courses across the sciences, 

law, business, education, medicine, nursing, philosophy and theology. The University has a 

particular focus on theology, philosophy and ethics. 

Student population: The University of Notre Dame is a deliberately smaller educational 

institution. There are over 12,000 students studying at Notre Dame in total, and just over 

5,600 studying at the Sydney campus. with around 250 international students. 

Graduate success rate: Between 2016 and 2018, an average of 79.6% of graduates were 

employed full-time within four months of completing their course. 



Notable alumni include Australian Paralympic alpine skier Dr Toby Kane and former 

Australian rugby union footballer Marty Roebuck. 

Global rankings and awards: Notre Dame is not ranked in the QS World University Rankings. 

However, according to students, it is the top university in Perth and Sydney for ‘Skills scale’ 

and ‘Graduate employability’ in the Quality Indicators for Learning and Teaching (QILT). 

Notre Dame is also in the top two universities in Australia for ‘Overall quality of educational 

experience’. The University’s result is 90.2%, while the national average is 79%. 

Fun fact: As a private university, Notre Dame is known for its small class sizes. Student 

applications must be made directly to the University, taking into account students’ personal 

qualities, motivation to study, academic potential, contribution to school, church or 

community life, and academic record, as well as an interview. 

University of Sydney (USYD) 

 

Established: 1850 

Location: Camperdown 

Courses: The University of Sydney offers courses across arts and social sciences, business, 

engineering, health sciences, medicine and health, science, architecture, design and 



planning, music, and law. The University focuses mainly on sports-related subjects, law and 

veterinary science. 

Student population: There are around 59,000 students at the University of Sydney, including 

over 10,000 students from over 130 countries. 

Graduate success rate: In the latest Graduate Outcomes Survey, 81% of undergraduates 

found full-time employment immediately after completing their course. The University is 

also currently fifth in the world for graduate employability in the QS Graduate Employability 

Rankings. 

Notable alumni include seven former prime ministers of Australia and Zhao Zong-Yuan, the 

youngest Australian to become a chess Grandmaster and is the number-two ranked chess 

player in Australia. 

Global rankings and awards: The University is currently ranked 42nd in the world in the QS 

World University Rankings. 

Fun fact: The University of Sydney is Australia’s oldest university, founded even before the 

federation of the country in 1901. 

University of Technology Sydney (UTS) 

Established: 1988 

Location: Ultimo, with new campuses in Moore Park and Botany. 

Courses: You can study across arts and social sciences, business, design, architecture and 

building, engineering and information technology, law, health and science. UTS excels in 

nursing, art and design. 

Student population: There are just over 45,000 students studying at UTS, including 15,000 

international students. 

Graduate success rate: UTS is currently ranked 64th in the world for graduate employability 

in the QS Graduate Employability Rankings. 

Notable alumni include actor Hugh Jackman and author and comedian Anh Do. 

Global rankings and awards: UTS is ranked 140th in the world in the QS World University 

Rankings and is Australia’s number one young university. 

Fun fact: Known as the “paper bag”, the iconic Dr Chau Chak Wing Building, which is part of 

the UTS Business School, was designed by renowned architect Frank Gehry. 



Western Sydney University (WSU) 

 

Established: 1989 

Location: Western Sydney University has campuses in the Sydney suburbs of Bankstown, 

Campbelltown, Liverpool, Parramatta, Penrith, Quakers Hill, Richmond, Sydney Olympic 

Park, and in the CBD. 

Courses: Study across business, computing, engineering and mathematics, education, 

humanities, communication, arts, law, medicine, nursing and midwifery, social sciences and 

psychology, and science and health. The University is strong in ecology, nursing and 

education. 

Student population: WSU has 45,000 students overall, including 5,000 international students 

from over 70 countries. 

Graduate success rate: WSU is the number-one university in Sydney when it comes to 

employer satisfaction. 

Notable alumni include actor Joel Edgerton and comedy duo The Umbilical Brothers. 

Global rankings and awards: According to the 2019 Times Higher Education Young University 

Rankings, WSU is ranked 58th in the world among universities under 50 years old. It is also 



ranked 468th in the world in the QS World University Rankings and sits in the top 2% of 

universities worldwide according to the Times Higher Education global rankings. 

Fun fact: In 2014, Peter K. Jonason, a Postgraduate Psychology professor at WSU, won the Ig 

Nobel Prize for Psychology for his research into the “dark” personalities of people who stay 

up late. The Ig Nobel Prize is awarded annually to celebrate unusual or humorous 

achievements in scientific research. 

Regional 

Charles Sturt University (CSU) 

 

Established: 1989 

Location: CSU’s main campuses are in Albury-Wodonga, Bathurst, Dubbo, Orange, Port 

Macquarie and Wagga Wagga, with specialist campuses in Canberra, Goulburn, Manly 

(Sydney) and Parramatta. 

Courses: CSU offers degrees across arts and education, business, justice and behavioural 

sciences and science, with a particular focus on agriculture and forestry, and education and 

training. 

Student population: There are 44,000 students in total, with 9,000 international students. 

Graduate success rate: According to the Good Universities Guide, last year around 85% of 

graduates found full-time employment within four months of completing their course. 

Notable alumni include journalist Samantha Armytage and former Australian cricketer Stuart 

Karppinen. 



Global rankings and awards: CSU is currently ranked 801-1000 in the world in the QS World 

University Rankings. 

Fun fact: CSU is named after Charles Napier Sturt, an explorer who mapped the Macquarie 

and Murrumbidgee Rivers in central Australia in the 1800s. 

Southern Cross University (SCU) 

 

Established: 1994 

Location: Southern Cross University has campuses in Coffs Harbour and Lismore in NSW, and 

the Gold Coast in Queensland. 

Courses: Arts and social sciences, business, education, environment, engineering, Indigenous 

studies, health, law and marine science. SCU is considered the number one university for 

psychology according to the Quality Indicators for Learning and Teaching (QILT). 

Student population: There are over 18,000 students across SCU’s campuses, including 5,100 

international students. 

Graduate success rate: SCU graduates have a very high success rate, reporting a higher than 

average salary in their chosen fields, particularly agriculture and environmental studies. 

Notable alumni include former Australian international rugby union player Justin Harrison 

and paralympic gold medalist Ben Newton. 



Global rankings and awards: SCU currently ranks within the top 150 in the Times Higher 

Education Young University Rankings. It also ranked number one in Australia for 

international student support according to the International Student Barometer (ISB). 

Fun fact: Australian band Grinspoon was founded by students at Southern Cross University. 

University of New England (UNE) 

Established: 1954 

Location: Armidale 

Courses: Humanities, arts, social sciences and education, science, agriculture, business, law, 

and medicine and health. The University excels in agriculture and forestry, and education 

and training. 

Student population: UNE is home to just over 22,000 students, including around 1,100 

international students from over 80 different countries. 

Graduate success rate: According to the Good Universities Guide, 77.5% of graduates find 

full-time employment within four months of completing their course. 

Notable alumni include former deputy prime minister of Australia Barnaby Joyce and 

Antarctic researcher Catherine King. 

Global rankings and awards: UNE is currently ranked 801-1000 in the world in the QS World 

University Rankings. 

Fun fact: UNE was the first Australian university established outside a state capital city. 

University of Newcastle (UoN) 

 



Established: 1965 

Location: Callaghan, Newcastle 

Courses: Business, law, education, arts, engineering, the built environment, health and 

medicine, and science. The University of Newcastle’s engineering and nursing degrees are 

particularly strong. 

Student population: There are around 37,000 students studying at the University, including 

just over 7,000 international students. 

Graduate success rate: Between 2016 and 2018, an average of 70.7% of graduates were 

employed full-time four months after completing their course. 

Notable alumni include Australian Federal Court judge Kevin Lindgren and journalist Ross 

Gittins. 

Global rankings and awards: The University of Newcastle is currently ranked 207th in the 

world in the QS World University Rankings. 

Fun fact: The University of Newcastle Medical School pioneered the use of the 

Undergraduate Medicine and Health Sciences Admission Test (UMAT) in the early 1990s, 

which has since been accepted across Australia as additional selection criteria when applying 

for a medicine degree. 

University of Wollongong 

 

Established: 1975 

Location: The main campus is located in Wollongong, but there are satellite campuses in the 

Shoalhaven region of NSW and in Sydney. 



Courses: Business, engineering, information sciences, law, humanities and arts, science, 

medicine and health, and social sciences, with a particular focus on engineering and nursing. 

Student population: There are just over 25,000 students studying at the Wollongong 

campus, and there are 6,000 international students studying across all of the University’s 

campuses. 

Graduate success rate: Between 2016 and 2018, 75.5% of graduates were employed full-

time within four months of completing their course. 

Notable alumni include scientist, author and commentator “Dr Karl” Kruszelnicki and actor 

Clare Bowen. 

Global rankings and awards: The University of Wollongong is currently ranked 212th in the 

world in the QS World University Rankings and 16th in the QS Top 50 Under 50 Rankings. 

Fun fact: UOW’s Dubai campus has been in operation for more than 20 years, and in 2015 

UOW opened its Hong Kong campus. 

 

6. Best Sydney suburbs to live 

 

One of the best things about looking for a place to live in the Greater Sydney area is the 

diversity of its suburbs. There’s such a wide array of choice that allows people to select a 



place to live that combines any number of benefits into the most suitable package for them 

– be it price, scenery, schools, safety, nature, transport, or any combination thereof. 

We’ve taken all of the above (and more) into account to form our 10 best Sydney suburbs to 

live for 2020 based on our Sydney Suburb Reviews scoring system. Before we get started, for 

those who haven’t already, please have a look over our criteria which we look at for rating 

each suburb – and bear in mind that price and value for money relative to quality of life is a 

key factor which can bump down some of the most exclusive suburbs by default. 

Also remember that this is an evolving list, as new suburbs may crash the rankings as they’re 

added to the portfolio, and that this is for living – not visiting. 

With all that said, here’s our picks for the 10 best Sydney suburbs to live in for 2021. 

Croydon 

 

What we liked: good value vs. other Inner West alternatives, highly safe, good rail 

connectivity, charming streetscape, enough amenities 

What we didn’t like: minimal nightlife/activities, still above Sydney median price 

Croydon might not have the ‘brand recognition’ that some of the fancier Inner West Sydney 

suburbs do, and that just may be exactly why it continues to fly ideally under the radar. 

Situated in a position that’s actually closer to the Sydney CBD as the crow flies (just over 20 

minutes on the train into the city) than some of its more expensive neighbours immediately 



west, Croydon is the epitome of “the Inner West for families” as opposed to the younger, 

party crowd. 

It’s home to an extremely high concentration of quality schools between both itself and 

neighbouring Burwood, sure – but it’s also both its public spaces, excellent parks and 

charming streetscape which help make it feel that extra bit special. 

Putney 

What we liked: very pretty streetscape, great water views, great public park spaces, peace & 

quiet, green, nice little cafe & dining hub 

What we didn’t like: price, lack of train station 

Putney scratches the limit of what we consider “realistic” pricetags in this list, but it’s such a 

pretty and highly liveable part of the world that forking out the extra coin is probably worth 

it. 

You don’t have to cough up the money to buy one of its extravagant waterfront properties 

to enjoy what the suburb offers; it’s home to multiple excellent publicly accessible spots 

where you can take advantage of the water or ample greenery regardless if which part of the 

suburb you live in. 

It’s quite compact overall, and there’s never too long a walk before a gorgeous waterfront 

park or public area presents itself. 

Artarmon 

 

What we liked: good variety in housing types, rail connectivity, good mix of dining & 

amenities, charming Japanese village, clean & green 



What we didn’t like: price, lack of drinking/nightlife opportunities 

We labeled it one of the “Most Underrated Sydney Suburbs” mostly because you never 

really hear anyone talk about it, but Artarmon provides pretty much everything one could 

want in North Shore living without being totally dead in terms of amenities or things to do. 

It’s pleasant, safe and has just enough little unique flourishes to set itself apart from its 

neighbouring peers. 

Summer Hill 

What we liked: pretty streetscape, nice architecture, pleasant central shopping/village area, 

public transport connectivity, clean & green 

What we didn’t like: price, smaller living spaces for the money 

“Charming” is probably a word thrown around a little too casually, but there’s few better 

ways to describe this pretty little Inner West village. It’s dotted with all the signature 

Victorian style terraces that give this part of Sydney its distinct character, but Summer Hill‘s 

in particular are almost universally prettier and better-maintained than its neighbours. 

Concord 

 

What we liked: pretty streetscape, extremely clean & well-maintained retail strip, great 

parks, safe, family-friendly, upcoming expanded infrastructure 

What we didn’t like: price, current lack of rail connectivity, lack of property diversity  



Concord walks one of the best lines between providing the upper-limit of a high quantity of 

amenities without reaching the point of feeling overly busy or crowded. 

Its central shopping and dining hub is one of the best mixes of bars, shopping and 

restaurants of any truly residential “suburban” area, and there are few more family-friendly 

suburbs in the Inner West in terms of access to quality schools and public spaces. 

Waverton 

What we liked: great city connectivity, peace and quiet, amazing views, safe and clean, lack 

of traffic 

What we didn’t like: price, lack of amenities 

Of all the “elite” suburbs in Sydney we’ve covered, only Waverton offers a strong enough 

balance of other benefits to offset its high prices. 

This is truly one of the city’s best balances of convenience and amazing scenery without 

dealing with the typically one main weakness other high-end suburbs often have, (e.g lack of 

public transport, isolation, etc.). 

Jannali 

 

What we liked: peace and quiet, rail connectivity, balanced amenities, reasonable property 

prices, good block sizes, clean & green 

What we didn’t like: lack of big-box shopping, relative lack of restaurants 



As with #1 on this list below, it’s the relative value for money that helps Jannali fare so well 

as a place to live compared to many of the other suburbs we assessed. You’re simply getting 

a lot more house and/or land for similar pricing than you’d get just 10 minutes closer to the 

city, without sacrificing much in the way of connectivity to boot. 

Dulwich Hill 

What we liked: pretty streetscape, excellent parks, lovely architecture, central location, good 

cafe scene, tram connectivity 

What we didn’t like: price, lack of big-box shopping 

Our pick of the Inner West as a place to live, Dulwich Hill showcases most of the best of the 

region in one fairly compact little hub. Its streetscape exudes charm, with its park spaces full 

of a wide array of botanic types that are all immaculately kept and add a bit more variety 

than your standard suburban parkland. 

It’s largely peaceful and very green throughout, and is a pleasure to simply ‘be’ in. 

Oatley 

 

What we liked: pretty streetscape, great parklands, clean & green, peaceful, highly family & 

pet-friendly 

What we didn’t like: price, infrequent train services, lack of bigger retail 

For those who’ve always found the lifestyle of Sutherland Shire appealing but haven’t 

wanted to commit to living so far away from the city, Oatley may just be your best possible 

compromise. 

This is particularly true for families, as it’s got that ideal blend of parks, quiet, schools and 

living space that make for the perfect mix for raising kids. 



Hornsby 

What we liked: good shopping & amenities, highly family-friendly, reasonable property 

prices, greenery & national park access, rail connectivity 

What we didn’t like: traffic to city, relative lack of restaurants/nightlife 

Some may scoff at Hornsby sitting atop this list given that it’s not individually remarkable in 

any one aspect – but when the balance of its positives are taken into account, you’re left 

with one of the best all-rounder suburbs in Sydney. 

The tiny amount of negatives that Hornsby has (yes, it’s probably a bit further from the city 

than some would like, and yes, it’s not exactly a culinary hotspot) are more than offset by its 

positives. 

Alexandria 

 

Located just 4 kilometres south of Sydney’s CBD, Alexandria is a lively suburb-city where you 

can live and raise your family. It is best known for its high-class infrastructural facilities, 

modern-age buildings, electrifying atmosphere and proximity to the Central Business 

District. The suburb offers all residential properties, including high-rise apartments, spacious 

homes, townhouses, cottages, studio apartments, etc, close to the playground, schools, 

healthcare centres and other local amenities. The median house price in Alexandria is 

around $2,000,000, which is pretty expensive. 

 



Conclusion 

Sydney is one of the top education hubs around the world and this city is full of international 

students who want to get quality education from the top universities. So, if you have made 

your mind to move to Sydney, then you will learn a lot from this guide. We have focused on 

providing the best information to our readers who want to know more about the Sydney city 

and want to know the cost of education and living in different universities around the city. 

So, now you definitely have a better idea about the city and good understanding about the 

localities around the Sydney city.  
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