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Avoiding The Dangers Of Stinging Insects 
 
You may not know this, but stinging insects are actually a lot more dangerous than people think. In fact, 
there are rare scenarios where being stung by an insect can actually kill someone. For example, a certain 
percentage of the population has allergies, and being stung by some insects can be fatal.  
 

What Everyone Should Know About Stinging Insects 
 
There are dozens of species of stinging insects. The most common ones in London are: 
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Bees 
 
These insects have round bodies with fuzzy hair. They are dark in colour with orange or yellow stripes. 
They ate relatively harmless unless you have a severe allergy. Bees can only sting once, which makes 
them unable to attack repeatedly. 
 

Wasps 
 
Wasps can sting multiple times and can be aggressively territorial. They are usually black with yellow 
zigzag markings. Paper wasps are also potentially dangerous. They are slender, and have black, brown 
and yellow markings.  
 

Hornets 
 
Hornets are larger wasps. Due to their size, they deliver far more venom when stinging you. This makes 
them especially dangerous. They usually have black and white markings, although some special also 
have orange and yellow stripes.  
 

Red Ants 
 
This, this species of ant can give a nasty, burning nip. When they bite you, irritating toxin is injected into 
your skin. This can cause a painful rash, and sometimes give the recipient of the bites nausea.  
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The Reason Why Stinging Insects Attack 
 
What you need to understand, is that in London, insects like bees, wasps, hornets and ants will very 
rarely sting you for no reason. Generally it only happens if they perceive you as being a threat. If they 
think that you have entered into their territory with an intent to cause them or their colony harm, then 
yes, you may be stung.  
 
This is why it’s important that you are always observant when walking outdoors. Pay attention to your 
surroundings, and keep a sharp eye out for stinging insects. If you should see these types of insects, it’s 
important that you’re careful. Try not to disturb them because there could be a nest nearby.   
 
The main reason why you should do everything you can do avoid being stung, is that you may be 
allergic. Believe it or not, far more people are allergic than you might think. People who are allergic to 
stinging insects can have a life threatening reaction such as anaphylaxis. This basically means your body 
goes into a type of shock and it can be life threatening. The worst part about all this, is that many 
probably won’t know that you’re allergic to stinging insects until they are actually stung.  
 

The Dangers of Stinging Insects In Your Property 
 
As well as being careful when you are outdoors, you should prevent these insects from getting in the 
house. Most people in London have had the frightening experience of having a wasp or bee in the 
house. If this happens, don’t panic. Just calmly leave the room after opening a window or door.  
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With any luck the insect will find its own way back out. Never flap at or try to swat a stinging insect. This 
will agitate and scare them and they may attack you. 
 
One thing that helps a lot are net curtains. With these types of curtains, you can leave your windows 
open and they will help to prevent insects from getting in. Another thing that helps is sealing up all 
cracks and gaps in the walls and roof. This can help stop insects in general from entering your home and 
causing a problem.  
 
Always keep a look out for infestations and visible sightings of nests on your property. These are fairly 
easy to spot in the garden. You should be able to discover them because there will be a larger number of 
stinging insects in that area than usual. If you do spot a nest do not approach it.  
 

 
 
Simply call an pest control expert like Best Pest Control and allow them to take care of it for you. You 

can get in touch with us to benefit from our 24 hour emergency pest control serving the London 
area. We are reliable, with local teams that can come and deal with stinging insect nests with 
speed and efficiency. We have great knowledge about all kinds of pests, and can give you 
advice and recommendations both on the phone and in person.  
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